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face of the earth, to conquer ugliness—and conquer it they
will! To light a new sun, as one of them has said—and
light it they will! To unite the broken-hearted—and unite
them they will!"
She -recalled the words of forgotten prayers, which up-
rose like sparks in her heart, kindling a new faith.
"Our children are treading the path of truth and reason,
bringing love to the hearts of men, showing them a new
heaven and lighting up the earth with a new fire—the
unquenchable fire of the spirit. From its flames a new life
is springing, born of our children's love for all mankind.
Who can extinguish this love? Who? What force can
destroy it? What force can oppose it? The earth has given
it birth, and life itself longs for its victory. Life itself!"
Worn out by the strength of her emotion, she walked
away and sat down, breathing heavily. Ludmilla, too,
walked away, silently, cautiously, as if fearing to violate
something. Lithely she moved about the room, the deep
gaze of her lustreless eyes .fixed in front of her. She
seemed to have grown taller, straighter, and more slender.
Her thin austere face showed deep concentration, and her
lips were nervously compressed. The silence in the room
soon composed the mother.
"Perhaps I've said something I shouldn't?" she asked
apologetically, noticing Ludmilla's perturbation.
Ludmilla turned and looked at her almost in fright.
Than she spoke quickly, holding out her hand as if to stay
something.
"No, no. That is how it is. But we won't speak about
it any more. Let it remain jtist as you have put it," Her
voice was calmer as she added, "You must leave soon—
you have a long way to go."
"If you only knew how glad I am! Taking to others
the words of my son, the words of my own flesh and
blood! It's like giving of my own soul!"
She smiled, but her smile was only vaguely reflected
in the face of Ludmilla. The mother felt that her joy was
being cooled by the younger woman's restraint, and sud-

